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This biography of H. L. Mencken fills the place of one from a Christian perspective 
that is not unsympathetic to the journalist and editor known for his stinging criticism 
of many things, not the least of which was Christianity. The author’s thesis is simply 
that Christians can learn much about their own faith by reading Mencken’s sharp 
criticism of it. The author depends heavily on other’s biographies of Mencken for 
many details and observations of his life, but adds many well-researched details of 
his own. The book is a slow read because of Hart’s sometimes tedious development 
of Mencken’s worldview, done by comparing and contrasting his writings as a critic 
of with other writers (e.g. G. K. Chesterton). Hart also spends considerable time 
delving into Mencken’s philosophical base, a requirement for any book attempting 
to illuminate and de-enigmatize such an icon. The volume ends with a chapter on 
what the author contends is to be gained for Christians in studying the ideas of one 
of their staunchest critics. D. G. Hart is a history teacher at Hillsdale College and has 
written books on the history of Christianity such as Calvanism: A History, and From 
Billy Graham to Sarah Palin: Evangelicals and the Betrayal of American Conservatism.
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